
“There’s Something Missing” 
Psalm 85:1-2, 6-13 

 
The Psalm today begins with a memory, as the Psalmist writes, “Lord you’ve been kind to your 

land; you’ve changed Jacob’s circumstances for the better.” Jacob, you remember, was the grandson of 
Abraham. He led his family down to Egypt because there was a famine and they had nothing to eat. And 
it was there they became enslaved. Jacob’s “circumstances” were a man, a family, a nation without a 
home, without land, without food to eat. But the Lord was kind to him. The Lord brought his family out 
of slavery, gave them a home, land to work, food to eat, a place to dwell. And when the people did not 
listen to God, when they walked their own way and turned from God’s way, God forgave them. This is 
the memory.  

Can you remember when God has been good to you? Perhaps you too can say Lord you have 
been kind to me in the past. I remember when my circumstances were like Jacob’s; I remember when 
we had nothing to go on, when I was at a loss. I remember when I had to go out in search of help, when I 
was in need of someone to take me in, to listen to me, to help me, to give bread for the body or 
encouragement for the soul. And Lord you’ve been kind. I found the help I needed, and you brought me 
into a better place. You changed my circumstances for the better. Lord, I have not always followed your 
way, I’ve often forgotten your mercy, but you have been kind and forgiven. Perhaps you too can say that 
with the Psalm, perhaps you too have that memory?  
 The thing about this Psalm, though, is that the memory is just that – a memory. The Psalmist is 
not describing how he feels now, how the circumstance is now. He is describing how he used to feel, 
how things used to be. As he writes this, the Psalmist feels very far from God. It seems that God is 
distant, perhaps even angry. Or worse yet, perhaps God is not angry – perhaps God has just stopped 
caring? In verse six of this Psalm, the poet writes, “Won’t you bring us back to life again?” The poet feels 
dead inside, or perhaps asleep, or perhaps numb. He pleads to God to revive him and the whole people, 
to restore them back to life.  

The poet of the Psalm is telling us that something is missing; and what is missing is life. In the 
book we’re studying, Simply Christian, the author, N. T. Wright, also focuses on the feeling that 
something is missing. He calls it “Echoes of a Voice,” and it’s the nagging feeling that there is something 
more, but you’re not quite sure what it is. Wright tells us that feeling actually is an echo of God’s voice, 
it’s a feeling that is there because God has made us in a certain way. And even if we don’t believe in 
God, or we aren’t sure about what we believe, or perhaps we think that God is out there somewhere in 
the universe but not really some reality with which I have to deal, the feeling is still there because God 
made us.  

One of the feelings, the echoes, that Wright names is the desire for justice. We want things to 
be right, to be fair; we want justice to be done and we’d like to live in a world that’s fair. Now, I know 
you’re thinking of what our parents told us growing up: life’s not fair! Yes, that’s true, life is not fair. But 
I can still wish it was. I still would like it to be fair. And that very desire is placed in us because we are 
created in the image of God. God made us, and God is perfectly just; so somewhere deep inside there is 
this desire for justice.  And just like life is not fair, the world is not just. We try to make it just; we have 
laws, and law enforcement, and a system of courts, and processes to try to ensure justice for all. But it 
doesn’t happen. As Wright says, we try to grasp it but is slips through our fingers. So many of us plead to 
God for justice; we plead to God to help make things right. In the words of the Psalm, “bring us back to 
life again.” Restore what is missing! 

Another of the feelings that Wright identifies is spirituality, the desire for a relationship with 
God. Now, it often doesn’t get put this way. Rather, the desire for a relationship with God often gets 
described as “something is missing in my life, and I can’t quite put my finger on it.” I’d thought if I had a 
successful career, or thought that if I had a good family, or I thought that if I got more time to myself or 



developed some hobbies, or I thought if I did some community work – this nagging feeling of 
dissatisfaction, this feeling that something is missing would go away. But it hasn’t gone away. I still have 
this desire for something, this discontent in my soul. That desire is the desire for a relationship with God. 
St. Augustine wrote, “Because God has made us for himself, our hearts are restless until they rest in 
him.” So we plead for wholeness, for rest, and contentedness. Sometimes we plead to God, or to the 
universe, or to our family or simple to ourselves. We plead to be whole. In the words of the Psalm, bring 
us back to life again. And the life we hope for and plead for only comes as a gift of God.  
 The good news of this Psalm is that God answers these pleadings and prayers. The prayer for 
justice, the prayer for things to be made right. God answers that prayer. The prayer for wholeness, the 
prayer for that part of you that feels empty to be filled, God answers that prayer. It begins with God’s 
faithful love, which means it begins with Jesus Christ. God’s faithful love in Jesus is a love that enters 
into our situation and circumstances. God does not stay distant from us, God does not abandon as the 
Psalmist fears, but God comes close in Jesus. Jesus comes into our world, into world that is not fair and 
not just, and stays faithful to God. Even though he suffers and dies at the hands of injustice, Jesus is 
faithful to God because Jesus is God himself. Jesus comes into our world, a world that is aching for deep 
meaning and connection with its Creator, and keeps his relationship to the Father whole and flourishing. 
Jesus shows us what life is like when the void in inside is filled, when our souls are at rest in God.  
 In short, God answers our prayers by giving us himself and inviting us to be in communion with 
him. The words of the Psalm put it like this: faithful love and truth have met, righteousness and peace 
have kissed. As a Christian, faithful love and truth are met in Jesus; righteousness and peace have kissed 
in him. In him, I see a world being made right; in him I see a creation in communion with God. And Christ 
himself invites us to join that communion, in this meal, at this Lord’s Table. Amen.  


